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Urdu Phonology: IPA Symbols Descriptions  
 

IPA No. IPA Symbol Description Urdu Sound 

101 p 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive  

Voiceless 

Oral  

Bilabial  

Central  

Plosive / Stop 

 

\

0*ã
 

102 b 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiced 

Oral  

Bilabial  
Central  

Plosive / Stop 

 

[

–~
 

103 t 

Consonant  
Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiceless 

Oral 

Alveolar (apical or 

laminal) 

Central  

Plosive / Stop  

 

]Ôo

¾Ôî¤
 

104 d 

Consonant 

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiced 

Oral 

Alveolar (apical or 

laminal) 

Central 

Plosive / Stop 

 

Š

Šg|#
 

105 ¥ 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiceless 

Oral 
Retroflex (postalveolar 

without being 

palatalized) 

Central 

Plosive / Stop 

 

^

I8
 

106 Ö 

Consonant 

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiced 

Oral 

Retroflex (postalveolar 

without being 

palatalized) 

Central  

Plosive / Stop   

e

eZÉ
 



 

© Copyrighted Material. For Personal Use Only. All rights reserved with the ELP Institute & Research Centre 

Lahore Pakistan. Not to be printed, copied or distributed in any way and through any means.  

2

109 k 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiceless 

Oral 

Velar 

Central  

Plosive / Stop 

 

tÔu

8ÔÂ[
 

110 g 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiced 

Oral 

Velar 

Central  

Plosive / Stop 

 

v

¢J
 

113 / 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiceless 

Glottal  

Oral 

Central  

Plosive / Stop  

 

Y

WYW
 

114 m 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiced 
Oral / Nasal 

Bilabial 

Central  

Nasal Plosive / Stop 

 

x

ât
 

116 n 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiced 

Oral / Nasal  

Alveolar 

Central  

Nasal Plosive / Stop 

 

y

�
 

119 N 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiced 

Oral / Nasal  

Velar  

Central  

Nasal Plosive / Stop 

 

8-

â8-
 

122 r 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiced 

Oral  
Alveolar  

Central  

Trill 

 

g

gZ]
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125 } 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiced 

Oral 

Retroflex (postalveolar 

without being 

palatalized) 

Central  

Tap or Flap  

 

h

h̃Z
 

127 B 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiced 

Oral  

Bilabial 

Central  

Fricative 

 

z

zí
 

128 f 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiceless 

Oral  

Labiodental  

Central  

Fricative 

 

s

¯Zg{
 

132 s 

Consonant  
Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiceless 

Oral  

Alveolar (apical or 

laminal sibilant) 

Central  

Fricative  

 

_ÔkÔm

xÔÎg`ÔÜZk
 

133 z 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive  

Voiced 

Oral 

Alveolar (apical or 

laminal sibilant) 

Central  

Fricative  

 

iÔp

i-gÔøzs
 

134 S 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiceless 

Oral  
Postalveolar (partially 

palatalized) 

Central 

Fricative  

 

l

è
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135 Z 

Consonant 

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiced 

Oral  

Postalveolar (partially 

palatalized) 

Central  

Fricative  

 

j

jZ!!*g~
 

140 x 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiceless 

Oral  

Velar 

Central  

Fricative  

 

c

y1i{
 

141 ƒ 

Consonant 

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiced 

Oral  

Velar 

Central  

Fricative 

 

r

½g{
 

146 h 

Indeterminate 

Consonant  
Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiceless 

Glottal  

Oral  

Indeterminate Fricative  

 

bÔ{

ÖZÔ;¶
 

153 j 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiced 

Oral  

Palatal  

Central  

Approximant  

 

~

M
 

155 l 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiced 

Oral  

Alveolar (apical or 

laminal) 

Lateral  
Approximant  

 

w

w
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433 

(103+134) tS︢ 

tS 

Consonant 

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiceless 

Oral 

Palato-alveolar  

Central 

Affricate  

 

a

eñ
 

433 

(104+135) 

dZ ︢ 

dZ 

Consonant  

Pulmonic Egressive 

Voiced 

Oral  

Palato-alveolar 

Central  

Affricate  

 

`

˜i
 

404 
h Diacritic  

Sound turns aspirated  

 

 

 bh  
2

È]
 

 ph  
:

Yw
 

 th  
B

åà
 

 ¥h  
J

ä
 

 dZh  
ú

Ñ%
 

 tSh  
b

p~
 

 dh  
Š|

Š}�
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 Öh  
e|

eðw
 

 kh  
Ä

3**
 

 gh  
Î

h̃Z
 

301 i 
Vowel  

Close  

Front  

Short 

Unrounded  

 

S

SkÔ÷~
 

301+503 i˘ 
Vowel 

Close 

Front 

Long 

Unrounded  

 

S~

§÷ÔB
 

302 e 
Vowel  

Close-mid 

Front  

Short 

Unrounded  

 

Z}

(,}ÔÈÐ
 

302+503 e˘ 
Vowel  

Close-mid 

Front  

Long 

Unrounded 

 

Z}

öÔè
 

303 E 
Vowel 

Open-mid 

Front 

Short 

Unrounded 

 

R}
$4ø MGÔÄõ M

 

325 Q 
Vowel 
Open-mid 

Front 

Long 

Unrounded 

 

R}

R}}.ZÔí
 

304 a 
Vowel 

Open 

Front 

Short 

Unrounded 

Z

3**Ôee
 



 

© Copyrighted Material. For Personal Use Only. All rights reserved with the ELP Institute & Research Centre 

Lahore Pakistan. Not to be printed, copied or distributed in any way and through any means.  

7

305+503 A˘ 
Vowel 

Open 

Back 

Long 

Unrounded  

 

W

WxÔ**x
 

307 o 
Vowel 

Close-mid 

Back 

Long 

Rounded 

 

Zz

ÃyÔ�
 

308 u 
Vowel 

Close 

Back 

Short 

Rounded 

 

Q

QkÔ?
 

308+503 u˘ 
Vowel 

Close 

Back 

Long 

Rounded 

 

Qz

†yÔÈu
 

322 ´ 
Vowel 

Mid 

Central 

Short 

Unrounded  

 

R

¦kÔë
 

424 ) Sound turns nasalized   

 mA˘)  
V

âV
 

 mQ)  ~
 

 


